Bath Town Board Meeting
Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	July 13, 2026						    7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room					    Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe III; Town Councilmembers, David
			Wager, Dustin Buck, Brian Knowles, Michael Hann; Town Attorney,
			Jeffrey Squires
Also Present:		Highway Superintendent, Adam Travis; Deputy Highway Superintendent, 
			Greg Buckley; Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins; Planning Board
			Members, Michael Palermo, George McKinley; Town Assessor, Jennifer
			Monahan; Dog Control Officer, Carl Tuttle; Village of Bath Trustee, Karen \			Hoad; Village of Savona Trustee, Duane Basch; Steuben County
			Legislators, Kelly Fitzpatrick, Nicholas Pelham; Town Liaison, John 
			Lysyczyn

Supervisor Thorpe opened the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment:

Mr. Jerry Stewart addressed the Town Board with concerns about speeding traffic on Turnpike Road in the Town of Bath. There are concerns about visibility on the road due to curves and sunlight at different times of the day. There have been many close calls with equipment, traffic, animals and people. He is asking if a Speed Control Study can be conducted to reduce the speed limit, and maybe add some road signs to the road to warn drivers of potential hazards on the road.

Mr. Chris Vaughn addressed the Town Board with concerns about the amount of salt brine that is being used on Moore Road in the Town of Bath. He is concerned with the damage that the salt is doing to his vehicles. It was reported that the salt is necessary due to the amount of heavy truck traffic on the Moore Road. The Highway Department stated that they can put down fresh water every other round to see if that will help with the amount of salt sitting on top of the road.

Regular Board Meeting:

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to approve the minutes from June 8, 2026.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye		
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye


New Business:

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to approve the Supervisor’s Report.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Deputy Bookkeeper needs a new computer. The Town Board has received a quote from SCT Computers for a new one at $1300.00.

Resolution #26-47
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to buy a new computer for the Deputy Bookkeeper from SCT Computers at a cost of $1,300.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

It was reported that the Town of Bath needs permission from the Village of Bath Mayor to have the building re-wired for internet access. At this time no decisions have been made.

The Town of Bath Board will hold the first budget meeting for the 2027 Budget on August 3, 2026 at 5:00PM.

Resolution #26-48
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to transfer funds from A Fund to TA Health Fund in the amount of $5,000.00 for Employee HRA Accounts.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-49
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to transfer funds from DB Fund to TA Health Fund in the amount of $5,000.00 for Employee Health Accounts.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-50
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to transfer funds from A2590 Landfill Fees to A1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $320.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Town of Bath received $10,303.50 from the Foreign Fire Tax. This money is for the benefit of the Fire Departments in the Town of Bath.

Resolution #26-51
Motion made by Councilmember Knowles, seconded by Councilmember Wager to split the money from the Foreign Fire Tax evenly between the Bath Volunteer Fire Department, the Savona Volunteer Fire Department, and the Kanona Volunteer Fire Department, giving each department a total of $3,434.50.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

It was reported that the Bookkeeper is looking at new accounting software programs for the Town of Bath. 

Old Business:

John Lysyczyn reported on the Lake Salubria Sewer District #8 Project. It was reported that as of now the construction is ahead of schedule. Hunt Engineers and the Inspector are working with Green Acres and Southview Mannor relative to size of the lines and timeline of the project. Two trees have been removed from State Route 415 and they will be replaced with three salt resistant trees. The grinder pump sign-up timeline is still to be determined. 

Department Reports:

Assessor:	Town Assessor, Jennifer Monahan gave the Assessor’s Report. It was reported that the Final Tax Roll for 2026 has been published. It was reported that a re-val is due to be done every three to five years. The last re-val was done in 2023. The equalization this year has dropped to 86 percent. This is the level of assessment based on the full market value of what the State of New York says our Town is worth versus the assessed value. As for the timeline a re-val for 2027 is possible. Jennifer has been looking into options for assistance with a 2027 re-val and she feels that the best option is to hire a consultant that is retired from New York State. In 2018 it was completely outsourced to an outside company. This is very costly and she feels that there is no transferred knowledge with this option. With the consultant that Jennifer has found, there will be hands on training and detailed knowledge transfer from the consultant to the Assessor’s Office allowing them to document the process for the future, giving the Assessor the potential to eventually be able to do the whole re-val without outside resources. This is an hourly service and a Budget Amendment Resolution will be needed to cover the approximate cost of $40,000.00. The City of Corning has used this Consultant and are happy with the outcome.

Planning Board Chairman:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. It was reported that Cindy Hayes presented a Sub-Division Application for approval on County Route 16. The total acreage is 135.7 acres. She is requesting to sub-divide 1.25 acres from the larger parcel for life time use of the land by Brian Hayes. Cindy and Mike Hayes will retain ownership of both parcels. The Town Board stated that approval will be contingent upon the outcome of an updated, and accurate survey of the land for Town and County.
Denise Buck & Amanda Basabakwinshi, representatives for Adonai Management LLC, located at 7114 State Route 415, Bath, NY are seeking approval to run their business as a Hotel (R2).  It has been established this property is as an (R1) Apartment House. The Planning Board has explained the requirements needed to gain approval for the change in classification from an apartment building to a hotel. 

Code Enforcement:	Councilmember Knowles gave the Code Enforcement Report. It was reported that C.E.O., Dan Peterson issued eight (8) Building Permits, issued two (2) Certificates of Occupancy, performed 15 construction/progress inspections, performed two (2) fire/safety/health inspections, investigated five (5) complaints, issued three (3) Orders of Remedy, preformed one (1) Flood Plane Investigation, performed three (3) Mobile Home Park Inspections, he worked 150 hours and travelled 453 miles.

Highway Superintendent:	Highway Superintendent, Adam Travis gave the Highway Report. It was reported that the Highway Department started cutting roads. FEMA projects are being finished on Unionville Road, Nash Road and Newton Road. Everything is ready for Suite-Kote oil and stone. The cleaned guard rails on Eagle Valley and Tucker roads. Mowing has been started. The excavator has been busy with driveway and cross pipes, ditching, and moving trees.
Highway Superintendent requested permission to purchase a 10-Wheeler and replace a 2009, 1-ton pick-up truck, with CHIPS money. The one-ton comes in at $82,499.00 and the Ten-Wheeler comes in at $326,245.00. 

Resolution #26-52
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Supervisor Thorpe to allow the Highway Department to purchase a new 10-Wheeler and a new 1-Ton pick-up truck with CHIPS money.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Nay
			Councilmember Knowles	Nay
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Highway Department is in need of air conditioning in the Highway Shop. A new AC unit was purchased but it is not able to be used.

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to have the old air conditioning unit reinstalled in the Highway Shop.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Historian:	No Report.

Dog Control Officer:	Dog Control Officer, Carl Tuttle gave the D.C.O. report. It was reported that he investigated 19 complaints, had three (3) strays, one (1) barking, eight (8) unlicensed, issued two (2) warnings, had eight (8) at large, and five (5) seized, and travelled 247 miles.
It was reported that materials have been ordered to start the updates to the dog kennel that is used by the Town of Bath.

Town Attorney:	Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires gave the Town Attorney Report. It was reported that the last tax cert case has been settled with no refunds, by adjusting the assessment going forward.

Village of Bath:	Village Trustee, Karen Hoad, gave the Village of Bath Report. It was reported that the Village of Bath is willing to work with the Village of Savona, and the Town of Bath on updating and maintaining the dog kennel that is maintained through the Town of Bath.

Village of Savona:	Village Trustee, Duane Basch gave the Village of Savona Report. It was reported that Lily’s Pad is open and is being used daily and has been a success thus far.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Kelly Fitzpatrick gave the County Report. It was reported that Public Safety is a primary focus. They are working on staffing for the Sheriffs Department to improve response times, 	and general safety concerns in the Town of Bath and different things that can be done. It was also reported that the Animal Abuser Registry is officially up and running and can be found on the Sheriffs App. 

Board Assignments:

Tom Thorpe:	Supervisor Thorpe reported that the insurance is paid, the IDA is working, and the lights are still on in Kanona.

Dustin Buck:	Councilmember Buck reported that the Bath Volunteer Fire Department had 57 calls for the month of June.

Brian Knowles:	Councilmember Knowles had no report.

Mike Hann:	Councilmember Hann reported that the Savona Volunteer Fire Department had 21 calls for the month of June, four (4) were in the Village of Savona and 15 in the Town of Bath.

Dave Wager:	Councilmember Wager reported that the Kanona Volunteer Fire Department had 17 calls for the month of June.

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye


June/July
Fund:			Claim:					Abstract:		Total:
A			121-143				8			22,234.65
B			32-37					8			490.53
DA			119-136				8			8,200.74
DB			143-173				8			71,130.55
SF			18					8			240.84
SL			13-14					8			432.19
TA			99-103					8			36,083.89
GRAND TOTAL:									$138,813.39

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to close the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:12PM.
Passed Unanimously.


									         Respectfully Submitted,
										         Terra Thorpe


										        Bath Town Clerk









