Bath Town Board Meeting
Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	May 11, 2026						7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room					Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe III; Town Councilmembers, David 
			Wager, Dustin Buck, Brian Knowles, Michael Hann; Town Attorney,
			Jeffrey Squires
Also Present:		Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins; Planning Board Members,
			George McKinley, Michael Palermo; Highway Superintendent, Devin
			Gwinner; Deputy Highway Superintendent, Greg Buckley; Steuben
			County Legislator, Nicholas Pelham; 

Supervisor Thorpe opened the meeting of the Bath Town Board with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00PM.

Public Comment:

Erin Slayton addressed the Town Board to inquire as to a timeframe for work to begin on Robinson Road in the Town of Bath. It was also restated that the Slayton’s are asking for no salt to be used on Robinson Road. 

Regular Meeting:

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to approve the minutes from the Board Meeting on April 12, 2026.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

New Business:

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to accept the Supervisor’s Report.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Highway Department is asking to hire two (2) seasonal summertime employees to help mow roadsides and keep crews working efficiently.
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, to allow the Highway Department to hire two (2) seasonal workers to help with mowing.

This motion was tabled to allow for the Councilmembers to gather more information about hiring back Tom Stratton for help plowing in the winter, per Councilmember Buck’s request.

It was reported that the last day of work for Tom Stratton will be May 14, 2026 and his official retirement date will be July 24, 2026.
The Highway Department will advertise and start looking for a replacement now.

Resolution #26-32
Motion made by Councilmember Knowles, seconded by Councilmember Hann to split the cost with the Village of Savona of improvements to the dog kennels maintained by Dog Control Officer, Carl Tuttle. The cost to the Town of Bath is $1000.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Town Bookkeeper, Laura Cavalletti has been conducting interviews to hire a Deputy Bookkeeper.

Resolution #26-33
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to hire Laurie McDonald as the Deputy Bookkeeper. 
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye	
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Town of Bath and the Village of Bath have been sharing internet services through Empire Internet. Recently the Village of Bath switched companies, rendering it necessary for the Town of Bath to sign a new contract with Empire Internet.

Resolution #26-34
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to give Supervisor Thorpe permission to sign the new contract with Empire Internet.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye



Resolution #26-35
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to appoint Matthew Dickson to the Town of Bath Planning Board for another term. Term runs January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2032.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Supervisor Thorpe and the Town Bookkeeper have been going through the Town Policies to see where changes are needed. The Town Board tabled making any changes to the Town Policies to allow the Councilmember’s to review the Policies.

Old Business:

It was reported that work for the Lake Salubria Sewer District #8 has started. It was reported that there are some problems with wrong size pipe, so new pipe needs to be ordered. They have also encountered some issues with asbestos and lead pipe that was encountered that was not supposed to be in use. A specialist needs to be contacted and contracted with to perform the removal of those pipes. It was also reported that there are some issues with some of the landowners regarding trees that landowners do not want removed.

Department Reports:

Assessor Report:	Supervisor Thorpe gave the Assessor’s Report. The tentative tax roll has been finalized and published. The Town has shown growth despite several large losses. Throughout the month of May, they will accept Grievance requests. 

Planning Board:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. Christine Valkenburg presented a Sub-Division Application on behalf of Richard and Steven Bidwell. The property in question is located at 7256 Chrysler Road in the Town of Bath. The request was to sub-divide 28-acres from the 48-acre parcel. The request was approved.
Denise Buck to inquire about procedures to maintain the property status at 7114 State Route 415 Bath. The building has been operating as an R-1 which is a hotel status. This was an error that was made at the time of the sale of the property. As of May 16, 2026 the property status will revert back to its correct status which is R-2 and an apartment building. Ms. Buck was given the information needed to start the process of changing the status of the building from an apartment house to a hotel.

Code Enforcement Officer:	Councilmember Knowles gave the C.E.O. Report. It was reported that C.E.O. Peterson issued eight (8) building permits, one (1) Certificate of Occupancy, performed 18 construction inspections, two (2) fire safety/health inspections, investigated six (6) complaints, issued two (2) Orders of Remedy, performed one (1) Flood Plane inspection and one (1) Mobile Home Park inspection.

Highway Superintendent:	Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner gave the Highway Department Report. It was reported that 811 Dig Safe Refresher was completed with the County for the year. Half of the Highway Department attended the DEC Erosion Control Course held by Soil and Water. Seasonal roads have been opened, and gravel had to be spread on Nash Road and Irish Hill to make them passable to traffic. Multiple driveway pipes have been installed. The Highway Department has been mowing and cutting back overgrown brush. They are working on getting Wilbur Road and Harrisburg Hollow Road projects to the final stages of getting paid.
Highway Superintendent Gwinner stated that Highway School is coming up the first week of June 2026, it is a three (3) day program held at Ithaca College. It is a good opportunity for furthering his education for properly running the Highway Department.

Resolution #26-36
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to send Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner to Highway School at Ithaca College from June 1- June 3, 2026.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Historian:	No report.

Dog Control Officer:	Councilmember Hann gave the D.C.O. Report. It was reported that Carl investigated 20 complaints, picked up one (1) stray, there were three (3) reports of barking, one (1) dog was transported to Hornell SPCA, two (2) warnings were issued, he had three (3) at large and he seized three (3). Carl travelled 244 miles in the month of April 2026.

Town Attorney:	The Town Attorney Report was given by Attorney Squires. It was reported that one pending tax case is on the calendar for next Thursday in Rochester. He has been working with Jennifer and the school attorney on this case and Jennifer is doing a great job.

Village of Bath:	No report was given.

Resolution #26-37
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to agree to pay 40 percent (40%) of the cost of the grinding with the Village of Bath.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Village of Savona:	No report.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Nick Pelham gave the report for the County. It was reported that the Animal Abuse Registry was passed. There was a Moratorium passed regarding new sewer sludge spreading applications. There was a conversation with NYSEG about why utility bills are so high. A new cell is needed at the Steuben County Landfill. Memorial Day Weekend there will be a huge antique show held at the Steuben County Fair Grounds.

Board Assignments:

Tom Thorpe:	Supervisor Thorpe reported that the insurance is paid, everything is good with the IDA, and the Kanona Lights are still on.

Dustin Buck:	Councilmember Buck reported that the Bath Volunteer Fire Department had 45 calls for the month of April.

Brian Knowles:	Councilmember Knowles had nothing to report.

Mike Hann:	Councilmember Hann reported that the Savona Volunteer Fire Department had 21 calls for the month of April. Seven (7) of those calls were in the Village of Savona and six (6) of those calls were in the Town of Bath.

Dave Wager:	Councilmember Wager reported that the Kanona Volunteer Fire Department had six (6) calls for the month of April. The Kanona Fire Department held a Chicken Bar-B-Q, they had 150 chicken halves and sold out.

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

April/May
Fund:				Claim:				Abstract:		Total:
A				76-93				6			51,789.56
B				21-24				6			2,667.90
DA				80-97				6			19,968.94
DB				94-122				6			123,404.17
SF1				16				6			56,756.48
SF2				14				6			88,985.00
SF3				15				6			50,000.00
H				9-10				6			173,722.50
GRAND TOTAL:									$593,716.65

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board to enter Executive Session at 7:33PM to discuss personnel matters.
Passed Unanimously

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to close Executive Session and reopen the Regular Meeting.
Passed Unanimously:

Resolution #26-38
Motion made by Councilmember Knowles, seconded by Councilmember Buck to put the sand hauling out to bid.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye	
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

There was a discussion explaining to the Highway Department why the Town Board thinks outsourcing road hauling the sand would be beneficial for all. The Highway Department expressed that they do not feel it is beneficial to them or the Town.

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Buck to close the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:44PM
Passed Unanimously.


									         Respectfully Submitted,

        Terra Thorpe

     Bath Town Clerk
 






