Bath Town Board Meeting
Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	March 9, 2026						7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room					Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe; Town Councilmembers, David Wager,
			Dustin Buck, Brian Knowles, Michael Hann; Town Attorney, Jeffrey
			Squires.
Also Present:		Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner; Deputy Highway 
			Superintendent, Greg Buckley; Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins;
			Planning Board Member, Michael Palermo; Dog Control Officer, Carl
			Tuttle; Steuben County Legislators, Kelly Fitzpatrick, Nicholas Pelham
List of public attached.

Supervisor Thorpe opened the meeting of the Bath Town Board with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00PM.

Public Comment:

Mrs. Erin Slayton from Robinson Road in the Town of Bath addressed the Town Board asking about the status of decisions regarding Robinson Road. It was stated that new 284 Agreements are being worked on and that Robinson Road will be included in those agreements.

Mr. Hal Bailey addressed the Town Board and suggested that the Bath Town Board pass a resolution to welcome I.C.E. (United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement) to the Town of Bath. The Town Board did not act on the suggestion.

Regular Meeting:

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to approve the meeting minutes from February 9, 2026.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Old Business:

Councilmember Buck reported that two (2) residents are interested in joining the Board of Ethics for the Town of Bath. The two (2) candidates are Kyle Weaver and Christopher Elliott.



Motion made by Councilmember Buck, seconded by Councilmember Wager to appoint Kyle Weaver and Christopher Elliott to the Town of Bath Board of Ethics.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

New Business:

Supervisor’s Report is still unavailable. Progress is being made toward making it available.

Resolution #26-12
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to close the Bookkeeper office for on-line training on May 12 and May 13, 2026. The cost for the training is $85.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-13
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to sign a three (3) year contract with Drescher & Malecki LLP to provide Independent Accountant Review Services and to be available to Laura (the new Bookkeeper) for any issues or questions that might arise.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-14
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to ad Williamson Lawbook programming to the Town Clerk’s office at a cost of $695.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye






Resolution #26-15
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to upgrade the computer in the Code Enforcement Officer’s office as per the recommendation of SCT Computers. The cost of the upgrade to be performed by SCT Computers is $1230.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-16
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to approve the County Agreement for Shared Services for the hauling and transporting of equipment as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT FOR USE OF COUNTY OWNED
GOOSENECK LOW-BOY TRAILERS & TRACTORS

This AGREEMENT dated the 2nd day of February, 2026 by and between the County of Steuben (COUNTY) and the Town of Bath (TOWN).

RECITALS:

A. The COUNTY owns and operates multiple Heavy Duty Gooseneck Trailers and Tractors used for hauling and transporting materials and equipment.
B. The TOWN, at various times, requests that the County haul and relocate their equipment and materials for them within the limits of the town, outside the limits of the town and in some cases outside the county limits.

The parties hereto agree as follows:

1.0 SHARED SERVICE OF EQUIMENT/MATERIAL HAUING

The TOWN agrees to the following terms:

· Town will make a request to the County for transport services by filling out the attached form in full.
· Town will contact the assigned County representative to request the transport.
· Town will load the equipment on to the county’s trailer.
· Town will accompany the load to its destination by following the county tractor and trailer. This includes out of county transport locations.
· Town will unload the equipment from the county’s trailer.
· Town will add the County as an additional insured to their applicable insurance policy as part of this agreement. A copy of the insurance certificate will be provided by the Town to the County Risk Management office.

The COUNTY agrees to the following terms:

· County will acquire all necessary permits to relocate the requested equipment.
· County will transport equipment and materials at the town’s request within the capabilities of the county equipment which will be determined by the county.
· County will tie down and secure the load with county owned chains, straps, ect.
· County will ensure that the town is satisfied with the attachment of the equipment/material to the trailer.
· County will ensure the attached form is filled out and signed in full prior to relocating any equipment or materials.
· County will add the Town as an additional insured on their Auto policy as part of this agreement. A copy of the insurance certificate will be provided by the County to the Town Clerk.

2.0 INDEMNITY

Each of the parties (COUNTY, and TOWN) hereby agree that they shall protect, indemnify, and hold harmless each other and their respective members, employees and agents of the other in the use of the equipment utilized to haul the requested equipment/materials, except as otherwise provided by law. The duty to hold harmless prescribed by this paragraph shall not arise where the injury or damage resulted from intentional wrongdoing or a recklessness act or omission on the part of the party seeking to be held harmless. Whitin ten (10) days of being served with a summons and complaint, the TOWN must serve a copy of the summons and complaint, or any charging document, or notice of claim, upon the County Attorney, 3 E. Pulteney Sq., Bath, NY 14810 in order for the TOWN to avail themselves to this hold harmless provision.

3.0 TERM OF THE AGREEMENT

This AGREEMENT shall become effective after both parities have executed this AGREEMENT. 
The AGREEMENT expires five (5) years from the Effective Date ((2/02/2026).

It was reported that Ryan Brown is interested in joining the B.A.R. (Board of Assessment Review) in the Town of Bath.









Resolution #26-17
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to appoint Ryan Brown of 7026 Campbell Creek Road, Bath, to the B.A.R. (Board of Assessment Review) for a five (5) year term ending on 9/30/2031.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye
Resolution #26-18
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to accept and award all Gravel and Sand Bids to all bidders for 2026 as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Townline Gravel LLC:	7455 County Route 27, Hornell, NY 14843
Savona Gravel LLC:		6508 State Route 415, Bath, NY 14810
Dalrymple Gravel and Contracting Co., INC.:	990 County Route 64, Elmira, NY 14903
Wilkins Sand & Gravel LLC:	5811 Unionville Rd, Bath, NY 14810
New Enterprise Stone and Lime Co., Inc.:	638 State Route 244, Alfred, NY 14803

Department Reports:

Assessor:	No report.

Planning Board Chairman:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. It was reported that Chip Willis, a representative for NOCO Energy Corp. presented a Preliminary Site Plan for a project that is located at 7624 State Route 53 in the Town of Bath. The proposal is for the installation of a 15,000-gallon propane storage tank. Thank trucks will fill the tank 3-5 times per week, smaller bobtails will fill from the tank daily to be distributed locally. Dan Peterson the Code Enforcement Officer will be at the April 7, 2026 Planning Board Meeting to provide more information for the project.
Bryan Dickson, a representative for Knight Settlement Sand & Gravel (located at 7291 Knight Settlement Road, Bath) requested the approval from the Planning Boar to establish a Boundary Line District for the V.A. property on Longwell Lane, Bath. The request was granted.

Code Enforcement Officer:	No report.

Highway Superintendent:	Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner gave the Highway Report. It was reported that there were 13 call-outs in February for ice and snow. They steamed 18 frozen pipes to allow water flow. The excavator had to be sent to dig out five (5) culverts.
Ten (10) loads of 57’s were added to Wilber Road to help with ruts in the roadway with the grader.
The Highway department is filling potholes with gravel daily. They cut trees on E. Washington Street Ext, and removed trees from the bank on Eagle Valley Road.
Permission was asked to send half of the Highway Department to the Hard Hat Expo, held at the State Fair Grounds, on March 18-19, 2026 weather depending. It is a good opportunity to meet new vendors, and expand knowledge on available equipment.
The request was made to purchase a tractor and trade in the 2018 John Deere and the 1997 Ford. Bids have been received for just booms to be replaced, and bids for new tractors with boom. 

Resolution # 26-19
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to approve to send half of the Highway Department to the Hard Hat Expo to be held on March 18-19, 2026 at the New York State Fair Grounds.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Nay
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Historian:	No report.

Dog Control Officer:	Councilmember Hann gave the D.C.O. report. It was reported that there were 17 complaints, one (1) stray, one (1) barking, eight (8) at-large, three (3) seized, one (1) condition of dog, two (2) dogs transported to Yates County, and travelled 222 miles.
It was also reported that there will be a Kennel Meeting on Thursday, April 9, 2026 at 9:00AM.

Town Attorney:	Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires reported that he is still working with the Assessor and the Haverling Central School district to settle the last tax cert case.

Village of Bath:	No report.

Village of Savona:	Councilmember Hann reported that the Savona Fire Department is asking for a new fire whistle.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Kelly Fitzpatrick gave the report for the County. It was reported that contracts for Parol and Probation Software to monitor those individuals that should not have access to or be visiting certain websites while on Parol or Probation. They are contracting with Bath Ambulance for E.M.S. courses. Steuben County Land Bank is a non-profit that was formed by the County Government. The Land Bank receives grant money from New York State, and the grant money is used to fix up run down houses that are affecting the value of a neighborhood.

Board Assignments:

Tom Thorpe:	Supervisor Thorpe reported that the insurance is good, the lights are still on in the Kanona Lighting district, and he has met with the IDA and things are good there too.

Dustin Buck:	Councilmember Buck reported that the Bath Volunteer Fire Department responded to 47 calls in February, 34 calls were in the Village of Bath and 14 were in the Town of Bath.
The Receiver of Taxes reported that the tax season is almost over and everything is going well.

Brian Knowles:	No report.

Michael Hann:		Councilmember Hann reported that the Savona Volunteer Fire Department had six (6) calls in the Village of Savona, and ten (10) calls in the Town of Bath. 

David Wager:	Councilmember Wager reported that the Kanona Volunteer Fire Department sold out their Ham Dinner. There were nine (9) call-outs and one (1) helicopter landing.

Motion made by Councilmember Knowles, seconded by Councilmember Wager to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

February
Fund#:			Claim#:				Abstract#:		Total:
A			24-26					4			3,432.12
B			7-8					4			112.73
DB			39-40					4			1,634.00
March
Fund#:			Claim#:				Abstract#:		Total:
A			27-52					5			151,305.50
B			9-15					5			1,226.95
DA			41-75					3			21,562.37
DB			41-60					5			125,257.26
SL1			5-6					3			497.04
SF2			1-3					1			59,274.98
GRAND TOTAL:									$364,302.95

It was mentioned that the Village of Bath is asking for the Town of Bath to pay for half of the cost of grinding. The cost to the town for 2026 would be $4,500.00. The Town Board decided to table the issue pending further information.

Supervisor Thorpe closed the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board and enter Executive Session to discuss personnel at 7:40PM.

Supervisor Thorpe closed the Executive Session and re-opened the Regular Meeting at 8:01PM.

The Highway Superintendent asked to purchase a new tractor with two (2) trade-ins (2018 John Deere and 1997 Ford), and $143,000.00. Multiple quotes were obtained for different options such as removing the old flail mower and replacing just the mower and having it installed by the dealer, buying just the new mower and performing the removal and installation in-house. 

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, no one seconded the motion to buy a new tractor for the Highway Department.
Motion Failed.
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Supervisor Thorpe to buy a new tractor for the Highway department for $143,000.00 and two trade-ins.
Motion Failed:			Councilmember Wager	Aye
				Councilmember Buck		Nay
				Councilmember Knowles	Nay
				Councilmember Hann		Nay
				Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

There was some discussion about what could be bought for the Highway Department with the money that is not spent on the purchase of a new tractor. Highway Superintendent Gwinner stated that he has been too busy with getting bids for a new tractor that he has not had time to investigate other equipment costs.
Councilmember Buck suggested buying a mower for the 2018 John Deere and using the money left to purchase other needed equipment such as a wood chipper, a trailer, or a small roller.
The discussion continued about the pros and cons of purchasing a new tractor and mower or just buying a new mower. The cheapest option is to buy a new mower and install it in-house. The problem with that is no warranty. Highway Superintendent Gwinner stated that buying the new tractor with the boom will give the Highway Department two (2) solid tractors to keep on the roadway and working.

Resolution #26-20
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to purchase a new tractor with a boom mower for $143,000.00 with two (2) trade-ins.
Adopted: 		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Nay
			Councilmember Knowles	Nay
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Buck to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:21PM.
Passed Unanimously.

									         Respectfully Submitted,
										        Terra Thorpe


										      Bath Town Clerk
