Bath Town Board Meeting
Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	January 12, 2026					7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room					Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe III; Town Councilmembers, David
			Wager, Dustin Buck, Brian Knowles, Michael Hann; Town Attorney, 
			Jeffrey Squires
Also Present:		Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins; Planning Board Member, 
			George, McKinley; Dog Control Officer, Carl Tuttle; Town Justice, Vern
			Anderson; Acting Highway Superintendent, Greg Buckley; Steuben 				County Legislators, Kelly Fitzpatrick, Nicholas Pelham
List of public attached.

Supervisor Thorpe opened the meeting of the Bath Town Board at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Regular Meeting:

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to approve minutes from previous meetings on December 30, 2025 and January 2, 2026.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

New Business:

Supervisor’s Report is unavailable at this time. It will be presented as soon as it is available. 

Resolution #26-03
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to transfer from A-2590 Landfill Fees to A-1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $45.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Old Business:

John Lysyczyn reported on the Lake Salubria Sewer Project. The planned start date for the project is April 6, 2026 (weather permitting). They are working with land owners to secure a staging area for the project. DOT permits have been completed. Planned completion date at this time is December of 2027. 

It was presented to the Town Board that Comp Alliance needs to have the contract signed for Compensation Insurance for the Town of Bath. The Town Board reported that no insurance information has been obtained from Scott Sprague for comp insurance from Steuben County. 
For the year 2026 the Town of Bath will stay with Comp Alliance.

Department Reports:

Assessor:	Supervisor Thorpe gave the Assessor Report. A lot of activity in the office with exemptions, renewals and property owners stopping in to ask questions about assessments. The next priority is to address assessment changes. 

Planning Board:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. Calvin Wheeler presented a Sub-Division Application for A&A Restorations. A Public Hearing was held to discuss the Sub-Division. It was too small of a division to just grant permission requiring a variance to be granted. The Planning Board made the recommendation to the Town Board to grant the variance to A&A Restorations.

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to grant the variance to A&A Restoration to Sub-Divide the property on East William Street Extension for the purpose of eliminating a need for a right of way for said property.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Kathy Ferron of Rail-Road Riders submitted a Site-Plan Application for a Seasonal Outdoor Recreation Business. The Planning Board recommended a property search to find the original owner of the property. 

Code Enforcement:	Councilmember Knowles gave the Code Enforcement Officer Report. It was reported that the C.E.O. issued seven (7) building permits, one (1) Certificate of Occupancy, performed 15 construction inspections, one (1) Fire Safety/Health inspection, investigated two (2) complaints, issued one (1) order of remedy, and performed four (4) mobile home park inspections. He worked 150 hours and travelled 367 miles.

Highway Superintendent:	Supervisor Thorpe gave the Highway Report. The Highway crews have been plowing and sanding roads when needed, all equipment has had routine maintenance. There were seven (7) callouts for winter work. The Village of Bath assisted with filling pot holes in the Town. The Town helped haul away snow from Liberty Street for the Village of Bath.

Historian:	No report.

Dog Control Officer:		Dog Control Officer, Carl Tuttle gave the D.C.O. Report. Carl investigated 11 complaints, one (1) stray, two (2) unlicensed, three (3) at large, three (3) seized, and transported one (1) dog to Schuyler County Humane Society. Total dogs seized for 2025 was 63. He had 129 miles.

Town Attorney:	Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires had nothing to report.

Village of Bath:	Mark Bardeen gave the Village of Bath Report. It was reported that the Fire Department is working to finalize the grant for the new rescue truck. The Fire Department has received approval for the V.A. to be called out for mutual aid for all calls from Monday-Friday from 4am-4pm for more man power on scene. Bingo is starting again on January 19, 2026. The Republican Caucus will be held on January 22, 2026 at 6:00PM in the Village Hall.

Village of Savona:	Jessica Stevens gave the Village of Savona Report. It was reported that the salt barn and playground projects are in a holding zone. A resident on Eagle Valley Road in the Town of Bath has complained about potholes on the Town of Bath side of Eagle Valley Road. There will be a Democratic Caucus for the Village of Savona upcoming election on January 20, 2026 at 5:30PM at the Village Hall.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Kelly Fitzpatrick gave the Steuben County Report. It was reported that Kelly Fitzpatrick was elected to continue to fill the position of Chair of the Legislature. The County is establishing an Animal Abuser Registry. The County is also continuing to expand highspeed internet.  

Board Reports:

Thomas Thorpe:	It was reported that the Insurance has been settled, there is nothing new with the IDA and the Assessor is working to continue to get caught up with assessment values and customer questions.

Dustin Buck:	Councilmember Buck reported that the Bath Fire Department had 47 calls for the month of December. 

Brian Knowles:	Councilmember Knowles had no report.

Michael Hann:		Councilmember Hann reported that he is looking forward to attending a Village of Savona Board meeting.

David Wager:	Councilmember Wager reported that the Kanona Fire Department had 7 calls in December and the generator has been installed. It was also reported that there will be a drive-thru pork dinner on February 7, 2026.





Resolution #26-04
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Buck		Aye

January
Fund:			Claim:					Abstract:		Total:
A			1-4					1			5100.00
B			1					1			220.20
DA			1-11					1			14329.93
DB			1-19					1			30337.29
SL-1			1-2					1			502.61
GRAND TOTAL:									$50,490.03

Supervisor Thorpe closed the Regular Meeting to enter Executive Session to discuss employment matters at 7:18PM.

Supervisor Thorpe closed the Executive Session and re-opened the Regular Meeting at 8:21PM.

Resolution #26-5
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to accept the resignation of Kristin Hurd, Town Court Clerk.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-6
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to hire Danielle Evans as Town Court Clerk.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye






Resolution #26-7
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to hire Laura Cavalletti as Town Bookkeeper.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-8
Motion made by Councilmember Buck, seconded by Councilmember Wager to hire Devin Gwinner as the Town Highway Superintendent at $70,000.00 for 2026
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

It was reported that the Highway Department has to stay away from seasonal roads in the Town of Bath unless it is for emergency use.

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to adjourn the meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:24PM.
Passed Unanimously.



									         Respectfully Submitted,
										        Terra Thorpe

		
										      Bath Town Clerk


		





