Bath Town Board Meeting
Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	February 9, 2026					7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room					Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor: Thomas Thorpe III, Town Councilmembers: David 
			Wager, Dustin Buck, Brian Knowles, Michael Hann, Town Attorney: 
			Jeffrey Squires.
Also Present:		Highway Superintendent: Devin Gwinner, Deputy Highway 
			Superintendent: Greg Buckley, Planning Board Chairman: James Hopkins,
			Planning Board Member: George McKinley, Village Justice: Vern
			Anderson, Steuben County Legislators: Nicholas Pelham and Kelly 
			Fitzpatrick, Dog Control Officer: Carl Tuttle
List of public attached.

Supervisor Thorpe opened the meeting of the Bath Town Board at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

No members of the public addressed the Town Board for Public Comment.

Regular Meeting:

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to approve the minutes from the meeting on January 12, 2026.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

New Business:

The Supervisor’s Report is unavailable at this time. It will be presented as soon as it is available.

Resolution #26-9
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to transfer from A-2590 Landfill Fees to A-1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $255.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye



Resolution #26-10
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to transfer from A-688 Other Liabilities (CDBG) to A-4089 Federal Aid Other (CDBG) in the amount of $106,495.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye
	
Resolution #26-11
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to transfer from A-4089 Federal Aid Other (CDBG) to A-1220.4 Supervisor Contractual in the amount of $106,495.00 (John Mills).
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye	
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Town of Bath will be accepting bids for gravel. The Town will also be looking for bids for riff-raff this year.

The Village of Bath requested a letter of support for the Mossy Bank Project from the Bath Town Board. 

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to submit a letter of support to the Village of Bath in support of the Mossy Bank Project.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to have Williamson Law Training for the Bookkeeper and Town Clerk.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye




Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to contract Williamson Law to Balance all books and bring everything up to date at a rate of $175.00 per hour.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

It has been brought to the attention of the Bath Town Board that a new Ethics Board is needed. This issue has been tabled.

Old Business:

John Lysyczyn reported that the monthly update meeting for the Lake Salubria Project was held on January 27, 2026. The contractor is continuing to forward submittals for approval from HUNT and they have ordered grinder pumps and pre-cast concrete for the project. The planned start date is April 6, 2026 weather permitting. Arbor Development has received 12 applications for assistance with some of the cost and a few of those applications have been approved.

John Lysyczyn reported on the ARPA Project. When John Mills Electric started the generator at the Highway Barn it was discovered that there is not enough gas pressure to operate it. The next step is for Hunt Engineers to evaluate what is needed for pressure and BEGWS will install a new meter and at least one more regulator so that the system can be operated. 
When the time comes to start the systems, Cumins would like to coordinate with the Kanona Fire Department and the Highway Barns to start both systems on the same day, to eliminate a charge for two calls.

Department Reports:

Assessor:	Supervisor Thorpe gave the Assessor Report. It was reported that exemption season is still in progress. The Assessor is working with New York State to determine the next level of assessment, and the equalization rate. It has not been formalized with the County or State just yet. It is believed that the Town of Bath will be dropping into the high 80% range for the 2026 Tax Roll. 

Planning Board:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. It was reported that there were three (3) Sub-Division Applications submitted to the Planning Board. The first one was for Brian Dickson on Knightsettlement Road. Mr. Dickson stated that the V.A. Center is encroaching on his property. The Planning Board gave him a preliminary approval. He will return to the Planning Board on March 3, 2026 with stamped survey maps.
The second Sub-Division Application was submitted by Shirly’s of Bath. Their exisiting Stock Yard is encroaching on their property so they purchased 1.492 acres on the south side of the property. The Sub-Division was approved.
The third Sub-Division Application was submitted by Karen Hopkins on Quinn Road. She sold a piece 9.5-acre property to a Mr. Colmer. The 9.5 acres needed to be separated from 76 acres. The Sub-Division was approved.

Code Enforcement Officer:	Councilmember Knowles gave the C.E.O. Report. It was reported that the C.E.O. issued four (4) Building Permits, performed 15 Construction Inspections, performed one (1) Fire Safety/Health Inspection, investigated three (3) complaints, issued two (2) Orders of Remedy, performed four (4) Mobile Home Park Inspections. The C.E.O. had 150 hours and 299 miles.

Highway Superintendent:	Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner gave the Highway Report. Roads have been plowed and sanded as needed. There were 13 call outs. They have been trimming trees on Gay Gulf Road. Sand has been hauled to the stockpiles and the Highway is at 80% stock. All equipment has had routine maintenance. The Highway Department is receiving quotes for a tractor equipped with a boom mower, and all FEMA paperwork has been submitted and is awaiting review.

Historian:	No report.

Dog Control Officer:	Councilmember Hann gave the D.C.O. Report. It was reported that Carl investigated 11 complaints, one (1) barking, four (4) dogs checked on condition, two (2) unlicensed, nine (9) at large, and travelled 112 miles.

Town Attorney:	Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires gave the Town Attorney Report. He reported that he is working with the Assessor on the updated Senior Citizen Exemptions.

Village of Bath:	Mark Bardeen gave the Village of Bath Report. It was reported that the Fire Department will be having Bingo on February 15, 2026. The Bids have gone out on the new rescue truck and will be opened on February 25, 2026. It was also reported that Budget Meetings will begin on March 6, 2026 at 3:00PM.

Village of Savona:	Councilmember Hann gave the Village of Savona Report. It was reported that the Village of Savona has received the grant for the new salt barn. The Village is considering a Community Wide garbage pickup, and are considering buying new Fire Alarms.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Kelly Fitzpatrick gave the County Report. It was reported that they are working on the Local Law for the Animal Abuser Registry that will be manned by the Steuben County Sheriffs Office. The County is working on dates for Household Recycling Dates and Dollar Tire Days at the County Landfill. The County is also quoting for another bid for a new cell at the Landfill.

Board Assignments:

Tom Thorpe:	Supervisor Thorpe reported that insurance is good, and the lights are still on.

Dustin Buck:	Councilmember Buck reported that the Bath Volunteer Fire Department had 34 calls for January. He reported that the Receiver of Taxes states that the Tax Season is going well and she is about half way done collecting.

Brian Knowles:	Councilmember Knowles had no report.

Michael Hann:		Councilmember Hann reported that the Savona Volunteer Fire Department had 26 calls for January.

David Wager:	Councilmember Wager reported that the Kanona Volunteer Fire Department had a pork dinner and sold 164 dinners, they had seven (7) callouts for January.

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

January
Fund:			Claim:					Abstract:		Total:
A			5-6					2			354.35
B			2-3					2			55.39
DB			20					2			62.50
February
Fund:			Claim:					Abstract:		Total:
A			7-23					3			27,970.88
B			4-6					3			411.81
DA			12-40					2			15,605.44
DB			21-38					3			86,048.01
SL			3-4					2			516.08
H			1-2					1			130,400.00
GRAND TOTAL:									$261,424.46

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to adjourn the meeting of the Bath Town Board at 7:30PM.
Passed Unanimously.

									         Respectfully Submitted,
										       Terra Thorpe


										     Bath Town Clerk


