Bath Town Board Meeting
Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	April 13, 2026						7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room					Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe III; Town Councilmembers, David 
			Wager, Dustin Buck, Brian Knowles, Michael Hann; Town Attorney, 
			Jeffrey Squires
Also Present:		Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner; Deputy Highway 
			Superintendent, Greg Buckley; Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins,
			Planning Board Members, Michael Palermo, George McKinley, Kevin
			Denison; Village Justice, Vern Anderson; Steuben County Legislators,
			Kelly Fitzpatrick, Nicholas Pelham
List of public attached.

Supervisor Thorpe opened the meeting of the Bath Town Board at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment:

Residents from the Town of Bath spoke about the bridge on Nash Road. They are concerned about the possibility of closing the bridge and making it difficult to access their properties. The bridge on Nash Road is rated as the worst bridge in Steuben County.

The Slayton Family addressed the Town Board about Robinson Road and if there are plans to work on the road in 2026.

A representative was present from Sprague Insurance to discuss the liability insurance for the Town of Bath.

Resolution #26-21
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to approve the Supervisor to sign the Insurance Contract with Sprague Insurance for the Town of Bath.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye







Regular Board Meeting:

Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to approve the minutes from March 9, 2026.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye	
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

New Business:

Supervisor’s Report should be ready by next week.

Supervisor Thorpe asked the Councilmembers to provide good email addresses to the Town Clerk.

Nash Road Bridge is in desperate need of repair. Highway Superintendent Gwinner reported that there was a meeting held with Steuben County to discuss the project. The Steuben County Bridge Department is proposing to put a box culvert in because of the amount of water that runs off the hill and causes damage. The County is asking for $150,000.00 with the crane from the Town of Bath. It will be approximately an eight (8) week project. The Town would also be responsible for the guardrail and pavement. The money spent by the Town is eligible for reimbursement from CHIPS. Questions were raised by Councilmember Buck about who is responsible for the dirt work. 

Resolution #26-22
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Supervisor Thorpe to approve the work with Steuben County Bridge Department on the Nash Road Bridge.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Nay
			Councilmember Knowles	Nay
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Councilmember Buck asked that the Social Security Numbers be removed from vouchers to be signed for approval.

Supervisor Thorpe reported that the Highway Superintendent and Deputy Highway Superintendent received new cell phones.






Resolution #26-23
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager to transfer from A-2590 Landfill Fees to A-1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $45.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-24
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Buck to transfer from A-2590 Landfill fess to A-1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $225.00.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Resolution #26-25
Motion made by Councilmember Buck, seconded by Councilmember Wager to approve the amount of re-levy to be paid to BEGWS in the amount of $4515.84.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Town Board was asked to agree to pay 40% of the cost of stump grinding with the Village of Bath. There was some question of the total cost due to a change in leadership with the company that is providing the grinding. The issue was tabled pending more information from the Village of Bath.

It was reported that the Town of Bath is looking for new liability insurance quotes for the Town. The Town of Bath has received a quote from Steuben County for $17,500.00 to be locked in for three (3) years. It is the same coverage that the Town currently receives from Comp Alliance.

Resolution #26-26
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Wager for Supervisor Thorpe to sign the paperwork to withdraw from Comp Alliance.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye


Resolution #26-27
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to add Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner and Deputy Highway Superintendent, Greg Buckley as administrators for FEMA.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

It was reported that Haverling High School has a work-based learning program within the High School and they are looking to send some students to the Town of Bath Highway Department to learn life skills and develop more interest in heavy equipment operation in the community. There are no issues with insurance for this project.

Resolution #26-28
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to allow Haverling High School interns to work with the Town of Bath Highway Department.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

It was reported that the Town of Bath downstairs vault has become inaccessible due to the door being shut and locked without a way to reopen the door. The Town Board is having a hard time finding a locksmith that is able and willing to open the door without damage. The Board is asking for any leads to someone that can assist with this issue.

Resolution #26-29
Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to sign the Municipal Solutions Total Re-advised fee for this contract based on the current project scope is estimated to increase by $12,000.00 to $75,000.00 ((Lake Salubria Sewer District #8).
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

The Town Bookkeeper, Laura Cavalletti is ready to advertise for and hire a Deputy Bookkeeper.

There was some discussion about the 284 Agreements for 2026. The Highway Department is waiting for a few more quotes to be received to finish the 284 Agreements. 

Highway Superintendent, Gwinner, presented a list of equipment to send to auction. There was some discussion about the items on the list. It was decided that Truck #12 and the wood chipper would not be sold. The items to be sold include: Roller, Salt Brine Tank, diesel hot water pressure washer, jumping jack, heat/ac pump, 50-gallon diesel tank, seven (7) push mowers, plasma cutter, overhead doors, three (3) v plows for 10-wheelers, three (3) Everest plows for 10-wheelers, maintainer, five (5) old chainsaws. 

Resolution #26-30
Motion made by Councilmember Hann, seconded by Councilmember Knowles to approve the auction list as stated above.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Nay
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Old Business:

Lake Salubria Project:		Councilmember Wager reported that he attended the monthly meeting for the Lake Salubria Project on Tuesday, March 31, 2026. According to information attained at the meeting everything was to be delivered starting April 8, 2026 and work was scheduled to start on Monday, April 13, 2026. Work is starting on William Street Extension. A UFPO will be done per foot as per state laws. 
Councilmember Hann presented questions from residents about a log book to communicate with the project engineers. There is a log book kept in the Town Clerk’s Office that is available upon request. Before work begins on a resident’s property they will be notified in person before work begins.

Supervisor Thorpe reported that there will be a bicycle race coming through the Village and Town of Bath.

Department Reports:

Assessor:	Supervisor Thorpe gave the Assessor’s Report. March was used to wrap up exemptions. This included applying residential percentages to parcels over five (5) acres. Letters were mailed to all impacted. The Town needs to review information on 487 Exemption for Solar Farms. Attorney Squires reported that there are agreements with the Solar Farms on file. 
The backlog of older building permits are being reviewed by code officer and entered onto the tax roll as necessary prior to the April 19, 2026 County Deadline.

Planning Board:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. A Site Plan Application was presented by Chip Willis, a representative for NOCO to install a 15,000- gallon propane tank at the round-about on Route 53. The application was approved.
Bryan Dickson presented a Sub-Division Application for property located at 7940 State Route 53, Bath, that is owned by Thomas Jones. Mr. Jones wants to Sub-Divide a 72.798-acre parcel into two (2) parcels. Mr. Jones is going to keep 9.756 acres, and sell the other 63.042 acres to Bryan Dickson. The Sub-Division Application was approved.
Brian Schneemann presented a Sub-Division Application for property located at 7340 Hickory Hill Road in the Town of Bath. He wants to sub-divide 0.136 acres from a 40.121-acre parcel and deed the 0.136 acres to Mr. Dylan Wales as part of Mr. Wales’s house sits on Mr. Schneemann’s property. The application was approved.

Code Enforcement Officer:	No Report.

Highway Superintendent:	Highway Superintendent, Devin Gwinner gave the Highway Report. The Highway Department has been actively filling potholes as roads thaw out. Numerous driveway pipes have been changed out due to rotting. They started sweeping roads on March 31, 2026, and are actively sweeping them daily. They are working with Soil and Water to get a plan engineered for Thomas Road, Turnpike Road, Hutches Road, and Newton Road.
The Highway Department started their four (4) 10-hour work days on April 5th per the Union Contract.
OSHA Training complete with Sexual Harassment and Workplace Violence training at Hammondsport Fire Department has been completed.
It was reported that the backhoe has been repaired, dozer repairs are in progress, and multiple services have been completed on the trucks.

Historian:	No Report.

Dog Control Officer:	Councilmember Hann gave the D.C.O. Report. Carl had 22 complaints, one (1) stray, issued five (5) tickets, transported one (1) dog to Schuyler County ASPCA, had five (5) unlicensed, eight (8) at-large, and seized one (1). He travelled 288 miles.
It was reported that there is an upcoming meeting with Ag and Markets regarding the new kennel regulations for New York State. 

Town Attorney:	Nothing to report.

Village of Bath:	Village Trustee, Karen Causer reported that she is the new liaison for the Town of Bath from the Village of Bath. 

Village of Savona:	No Report.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Kelly Fitzpatrick gave the report from Steuben County. She reported that the Steuben County Landbank is working on the cleanup project taking place at 4 Manning Avenue in Savona. The Dollar Tire Days have been set for July 13-July 18, 2026 at the Steuben County Landfill. There is money in the County Budget to cut down dead trees.

Board Reports:

Tom Thorpe:	It was reported that insurance has been discussed, and the lights are still on in Kanona.

Dustin Buck:	Dustin reported that the Tax Season went well, and the Bath Fire Department had 43 calls for March.

Brian Knowles:	No Report.

Mike Hann:	Mike reported that the Savona Fire Department had 46 calls for March with six (6) in the Village of Savona and 17 in the Town of Bath.

Dave Wager:	Dave reported that the Kanona Fire Department hosted a roast beef drive-thru dinner and sold over 350 dinners. The Kanona Fire Department had seven (7) calls for March.

Motion made by Councilmember Wager, seconded by Councilmember Hann to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

March/April
Fund:			Claim:					Abstract:		Total:
A			50-75					5			24,336.33
B			15-20					5			1,541.80
DA			55-79					5			85,063.56
DB			61-93					5			86,384.09
SL-1			7-8					5			511.28
H			7-8					5			121,856.84
TA			78-86					5			69,251.03
GRAND TOTAL:									$388,944.93

Supervisor Thorpe closed the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board to enter Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue at 8:10PM.

Supervisor Thorpe closed the Executive Session of the Bath Town Board and reopened the Regular Meeting at 8:22PM.

Resolution #26-31
Motion made by Councilmember Knowles, seconded by Councilmember Wager to have SCT Computers create Town email addresses for the Town Board Members for use instead of personal email addresses.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager	Aye
			Councilmember Buck		Aye
			Councilmember Knowles	Aye
			Councilmember Hann		Aye
			Supervisor Thorpe		Aye

Motion made by Supervisor Thorpe, seconded by Councilmember Hann to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:24PM.
Passed Unanimously. 

					

									         Respectfully Submitted,

										           

           Terra Thorpe
        Bath Town Clerk


			




