Bath Town Board Meeting
Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	October 14, 2025					7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room					Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Joshua Buck; Town Councilmembers, David Wager,
			Hal Bailey, Dustin Buck, John Lysyczyn; Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires,
			Deputy Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe III
Also Present:		Highway Superintendent, Alan Trenchard; Deputy Highway 
			Superintendent, Greg Buckley, Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins,
			Planning Board Members, George McKinley, Dog Control Officer, Carl
			Tuttle, Steuben County Legislator, Nicholas Pelham, Deputy Town Clerk,
			Rhonda Ramsey
List of Public attached.

Supervisor Buck opened the Town Board Meeting at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment:

Steuben County Legislator, Nick Pelham reminded the Town Board that now is the time to have a discussion with Scott Sprague about the workman’s comp insurance through Steuben County.

Residents of the Town of Bath feel that the dust problem on Robinson Road in the Town of Bath is not an issue that should be pushed onto all the tax payers in the Town. They feel that the issues is a farm issue and something that should be handled by the individuals that own the property that is having the issue related to the road dust.

The Slayton family addressed the Town Board asking about the timeframe for getting gravel put on Robinson Road. It was stated that the Highway Department is working on spreading gravel on the roads in the Town and getting caught up on regular maintenance. 

Regular Board Meeting:

Motion made by Councilmember Lysyczyn, seconded by Bailey to approve meeting minutes from meetings on September 4, 2025, September 8, 2025, and September 24, 2025.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye





New Business:

Motion made by Councilmember Bailey, seconded by Councilmember Lysyczyn to approve the Supervisor’s Report.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

Resolution #25-64
Motion made by Councilmember Bailey, seconded by Councilmember Wager to transfer from A-2590 Landfill Fees to A-1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $300.00
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

Resolution #25-65
Motion made by Councilmember Bailey, seconded by Councilmember Wager to approve Water and Sewer re-levied amounts on Town and County 2026 taxes in the amount of $4,515.84 as follows:
	 TRANSFER TO TAX ROLL 2024 (TROs) - TOWN OF BATH

	Map/Block/Lot 
	Owner Name
	Property Location
	WATER
	SEWER
	TOTAL

	144.00-02-033.100
	PHILIPS LIGHTING CO
	SPRINKLER IN PIT & INDUSTRIAL
	1,995.84$ 
	2,520.00$ 
	4,515.84$ 


Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

Resolution #25-66
Motion made by Councilmember Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilmember Bailey to transfer from A-688 Other Liabilities to A-4089 Federal Aid Other (CDBG) in the amount of $14,250.00
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

Resolution #25-67
Motion made by Councilmember Bailey, seconded by Supervisor Buck to transfer from A-4089 Federal Aid Other (CDBG) to A-1220.4 Supervisor’s Contractual in the amount of $14,250.00 (John Mills).
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye
Resolution #25-68
Motion made by Councilmember Bailey, seconded by Councilmember Lysyczyn to approve tax re-levy from Steuben County in the amount of $770.13 in the A-Fund.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

There was a discussion about Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance rate. The BCBS Insurance rate for Medical increased 12% for 2026. The Town Board decided to Table the discussion until more information can be provided to make an informed decision.

There was a discussion about the HRA Allowance. The HRA allowance has increased from $8,500.00 per single and $17,000.00 for two (2) or more from $6,550.00 for single and $13,100.00 for two (2) or more. The discussion was to increase the HRA card threshold or leave it at the current rate.

Resolution #25-69
Motion made by Councilmember Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilmember Wager to leave the HRA card threshold the same.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

There was a discussion about the purchase of a new copier for the Municipal Court. The cost of the copier is $5,995.00. The Town Board is questioning if the Village of Bath should help cover the cost of the copier.







Resolution #25-70
Motion made by Councilmember Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilmember Bailey to support Congressman Nick Langworthy’s Energy Choice act (H.R. 3699, S. 1945) in opposition to Government-Mandated Natural Gas as follows.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye




A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF CONGRESSMAN NICK LANGWORTHY’S ENERGY CHOICE ACT (H.R. 3699, S. 1945) AND IN OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT-MANDATED NATURAL GAS BANS

WHEREAS, affordable and reliable energy is essential to the health, safety, and economic prosperity of New York families, businesses, and communities; and

WHEREAS, natural gas remains a dependable, cost-effective, and clean-burning energy source used by millions of New Yorkers to heat tehri homes, cook their food, and power their businesses; and

WHEREAS, in 2019, New York State enacted the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA), which mandates aggressive emissions reductions and serves as the foundation for sweeping energy restrictions, including efforts to phase out natural gas; and

WHEREAS, building on the CLCPA, Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature in 2023 enacted provisions in the state budget banning natural gas and other fossil fuel hookups in most new residential and commercial buildings, effective 2026 for smaller buildings, and 2029 for larger buildings, thereby eliminating consumer choice and limiting access to affordable energy; and

WHEREAS, Governor Hochul has publicly supported these bans and related measures as part of her administration’s climate and energy agenda, despite widespread concerns that such mandates will increase costs, strain grid reliability, and restrict energy diversity; and 

WHEREAS, these top-down policies undermine affordability, threaten reliability during peak demand, and strip away the freedom of consumers and businesses to chose the energy sources that best meet their needs; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Nick Langworthy of New York and Senator Jim Justice of West Virginia introduced the Energy Choice Act (H.R. 3699, S. 1945), federal legislation that ensures state and local governments cannot restrict consumer access to natural gas and other affordable energy sources, thereby protecting freedom of choice for New Yorkers and all Americans; and 	 

WHEREAS, the Energy Choice Act would safeguard households, small businesses, hospitals, farmers, and manufacturers from harmful government overreach and preserve access to an ‘‘all-of-the-above’’ energy strategy that strengthens reliability and affordability;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Bath strongly supports the Energy Choice Act as introduced by Congressman Langworth (H.R. 3699) and Senator Justice (S. 1945) and stands firmly opposed to New York State’s natural gas bans, the CLCPA-driven restrictions, and other state energy mandates that eliminate consumer choice; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Bath urges Congress to pass the Energy Choice Act to defend consumer choice, protect energy affordability, and preserve reliable access to natural gas for New Yorkers; and 
BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to Congressman Nick Langworth, Senator Jim Justice, the New York Congressional delegation, Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, Governor Kathy Hochul, and leadership of the New York State Legislature.

Department Reports:

Assessor:	Supervisor Buck reported that several candidates have been interviewed to fill the position of Assessor.

Planning Board:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins reported that three (3) requests were reviewed at the October 7th, 2025 Planning Board meeting. Marc Christmas submitted a Minor Sub-Division Application for property located at 7043 Hutches Road. The purpose of the division was to split two (2) parcels (#160.00-01-012.100 and #160.00-01-012.200) into four (4) parcels. The application was approved.
Stephanie Stojanovski presented a Site Plan Application to merge two existing adjacent lots in the Buck Meadows Subdivision into one single lot for residential use. The Site Plan Application was approved.
Steve Muller presented a request for a variance on his property on State Route 415 in the Town of Bath. He would like to Sub-Divide the property however there is not enough road frontage on the property to support the division. 

Code Enforcement Officer:	Councilmember Lysyczyn gave the C.E.O. report. The C.E.O. issued 12 Building Permits, one (1) Certificate of Occupancy, performed nine (9) Construction Inspections, one (1) fire safety/health inspections, investigated nine (9) complaints, one (1) building without permit, issued four (4) orders of remedy, performed one (1) mobile home park inspection. The C.E.O. travelled 367 miles and 150 hours worked.

Highway Superintendent:	Highway Superintendent, Alan Trenchard gave the Highway Department Report. The Highway Department finished 12.18 miles of double course chip sealing, finished mowing road sides including the seasonal roads, and cleaned out Sinclair and Shattack creeks. All equipment has had routine maintenance. The 2018 Hamm Roller was vandalized where it sat on Platt Road in the Village of Savona. Someone broke two windows in the left door. The windows will cost around $1000.00 plus shipping. There is no glass coverage on the Roller.

Dog Control Officer:	Dog Control Officer, Carl Tuttle gave the D.C.O. Report. The D.C.O. investigated 31 complaints, three (3) strays, one (1) barking, transported three (3) dogs to Schuyler Humane Society, five (5) unlicensed, six (6) warnings, six (6) seized. The D.C.O. travelled 624 miles.

Town Attorney:	Town Attorney, Jeff Squires reported that there is one last tax cert case that is from the Re-valuation and that is Steuben Center’s. He reported that the school did intervene in the case as well and they have hired an attorney to work with Jeff to get the issue resolved.

Village of Bath:	Mark Bardeen gave the report for the Village of Bath. It was reported that the grant for the new Fire Truck came back needing more information. The Grant application has since been resubmitted. There are still several issues with the current Fire Truck. The softball game between the Fire Department and the Police Department generated 582 pounds of food donated to the food pantry. Bingo at the Fire Department is going well and helping with the fundraising for the department. 

Village of Savona:	Tina Carson gave the report for the Village of Savona. The Village Board of the Village of Savona are grateful for the cutting of the trees and brush on Maple Lane and South Street. There will be a tiered pickup for the Fall Leaves Pickup this year in the Village of Savona. The dates for the leaf pickup will be October 27, November 10, and November 24. Trick-or-Treat will be held on Halloween Night (10/31/2025) from 6:00PM-8:00PM.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Nicholas Pelham gave the County Report. It was reported that it is budget time for Steuben County. The County is doing the best that it can to deal with all the Federal Cuts and State Mandates.

Board Assignments:

Joshua Buck:	It was reported the Board is working on getting insurance issues taken care of. The Town Board is working on hiring a new Assessor and the State Audit is coming up the end of October into the first part of November.

Dustin Buck:	It was reported that the Bath Fire Department had 51 calls in September 2025.

John Lysyczyn:	It was reported that in Kanona the two (2) HVAC units have been installed, gas tanks are installed, the generator is due to be installed the first of December, duct work is installed on the inside, and they are working on conduit and wiring. At the Highway Barn the pad has been poured for the generator and the HVAC unit. The generator will be installed the first part of December.
The Lake Salubria Sewer Project pre-construction meeting was held today October 14, 2025. They are trying to finalize the schedule so the construction company knows when they can start. There will probably be no actual construction started until Spring 2026. There may be a few winter things done. They are looking for a location to spot their work trailer and have a yard to store materials. The Town does not pay for materials until there is a paid invoice or materials are on site. F.P. Kane Construction is trying to schedule an informational meeting between November 17 and November 21, 2025. The Town of Bath must have two (2) weeks to get notices out to residents in the district. If F.P. Kane Construction gets all the information that they need so that the meeting can take place, it will be during that period. If December gets to busy, then the meeting will be moved back to January 2026. The upcoming informational meeting will likely take place at Haverling School or the Bath Volunteer Fire Department. The Town Board informed F.P. Kane that all residents in the district have questions about the project. There is a lot of work to do with coordinating the removal of the old system and the installment of the new system, and electrical work (where it is needed). The Town of Bath is working with Arbor Development to help offset some of the costs for residents. As of now it is looking as if Substantial Completion of the project should be December of 2026, with Final Completion in June of 2027. 

Hal Bailey:	It was reported that the Savona Fire Department has had 275 calls for the year so far. The library is holding senior coffee hour on Saturdays from 9:30Am-10:30AM. The library is having their annual book and bake sale Friday, October 17, 2025 from 3PM-6PM, Saturday, October 18, 2025 from 9AM-4PM, and Sunday, October 19,2025 from 10:00AM-3:00PM.

David Wager:	It was reported that the helicopter pad has been poured at the Kanona Fire Department and lights will be installed in the next few weeks. The fire department extends its appreciation to all that have been supportive of the new helicopter pad, and to those volunteers that were there doing the work.

There was a phone conference with Shawn Roes with Comp Alliance to give an overview summary of the updated insurance plan with the Town of Bath. The Town of Bath has been with Comp Alliance for 15 years. One of the benefits of working with Comp Alliance is the give back awards they offer to members. The renewal process is a signed participation agreement with the Town. The Town of Bath receives an average eight percent (8%) decrease annually in the cost of Worker’s Comp Insurance with Comp Alliance. 	

Motion made by Councilmember Bailey, seconded by Councilmember Wager to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye








September:
Fund:			Claim:					Abstract:		Total:
A			185-189				17			12,926.75
B			49-50					14			55.62
DB			148					18			62.50
SL-1			17-18					9			444.73
October:
Fund:			Claim:					Abstract:		Total:
A			190-203				18			21,053.44
B			51-56					15			680.06
DA			123-137				11			22,426.72
DB			149-159				19			482,536.58
SL-1			19-20					10			450.69
H			13-16					8			679,613.61
GRAND TOTAL:									$1,220,250.70

Motion made by Supervisor Buck to close the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board and enter Executive Session to discuss employee issues at 8:04PM.

Motion made by Supervisor Buck to close the Executive Session and reopen the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:17PM.

Resolution #25-71
Motion made by Councilmember Bailey, seconded by Councilmember Wager to hire Jennifer Monahan to fill the position of Sole Assessor for the Town of Bath, effective Monday, October 20, 2025.
Adopted:		Councilmember Wager		Aye
			Councilmember Bailey		Aye
			Councilmember Buck			Aye
			Councilmember Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

Motion made by Councilmember Lysyczyn, seconded by Supervisor Buck to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:18PM.
Passed Unanimously.



									         Respectfully Submitted,

										        Terra Thorpe


										       Bath Town Clerk


